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1 8 we hade therefore Opportunity, tet us do 200d unto 3 
all Men; eſpecially e who are of t| the Hoaſpul 
— TT 


1 l. The pra Gr 95 this Dow af ch + 
all others in 


Pe 55 iche Ha pineſs * his 1 And 5 by, 
in Good to one, ſignifies the doing that Which as IIlefu 144 
Advantageous to him, to whom it is done; and which i in at- 
ſelf, or in its effects, miniſters to his Happincis. 

Now the Duty of Doing Good, in the utmoſt Extent off its 
Meaning and Obligation, 1s a large and ade kiel Duty, 
aud implies all thoſe ways whereby we can be helpful and ſub- 
ſervient to the Intereſts of one another: It is not Mintel and 
reſtrained t to rhis or that patyigular kind ar inſtance of Benefi- 

cence; | 
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_ ſoevet, than its Rules and Precepts of univerſal 
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es, aud ns of the 
Diſeaſes, rhe Af. 
ponts che grachice/ Ot dhe Ny- 
to the Neceſpries at. hoth, accor- 
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1 of Body, aswell 
oft Eflential Pare 


his Naruee; for by rhis he is linguiſt from 1 Coup: 


rures, and plac'd in a Rank and Order ſuperior. to 


em; by 


this he is made capable of Eternal Life, and of Joys or Tor- 


ments equal to the Duration of that Life : 80 that, tho We 


really do god to Men, when we:ſupply the Wants and Indi- 


gences of their Bodies; yet we do more good to them, when 


we Miniſter to the Needs and Neceſities of their Souls: For 


au good which we do their Souls, is of a more exalted Na- 


dure and uſeful Quality, than that which. we do ro their Bo- 


diet and as far exceeds it in worth and value, as the Soul ex- 
cells the Body in the PerfeQions of its Nature, and the Digni- 


II. The general Object of this Duty, All Hen, Let us ds 


gad unto all Aſen. There is icarce any ting, dee 


ſtinguiſheth true Chriſtianity from all other 12 8 what⸗ 


. 0 Charity, and 
/praverſal Beneficence: In theſe it exceeds the Dickates of Na- 
Jure, the Inſtitutiops of Philoſophy, and even the Laws and 
Precepts of the Moſaical Revelation: For whereas theſe limit⸗ 


I; 


dd and confin d our, Love to our Relations and Kindred, to our 


Friends and Allies, to thoſe who were Members of the fame 


_ £114) Community, or of the ſame Religious Society with our 


elves; the Chriſtian Religion extends our Love to all Man- 
Kind, and makes every Man, under what Conſideration ſoe- 
ver, the proper Object of it; no diſtance of Countrey, no dif- 
ference in eligion, no averſion or ſpite to our Petſons, u 
CESS "th | ne 
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* Ehtnity ts our God, or our ſelves, can juſtifie our hatred or 

| our not loving them: As they are Men, we-mult love them, 

and do good unto them, becauſe as they are Men, an we 7 
ſtock and 


W our Brethren, proceeding Originally from the ſame 


common Parent, and bearing the Image and Similitude of God 


Eupbontheny- © 5 
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III. The eſpecial Objects of this Duty of Doi Good, atid 


they are thoſe, Vo are of the Houſhold of Faith. Now by 
| "theſe are meant all true and ſincere Chriſtians, who profeſs 
the ine, and live up to the Laws of rhe Holy JESUS. 
And the reaſon why we muſt have an ee Regard to theſe 


before all others, in our charitable 


niſtrations and Aſſi- 


ſtances, is this, viz. Becauſe we are Allied to them, not only 


j * 
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. 

1 


it 
by Nature, but by Grace; not only by Blood, but by ſpiritu- 
al Adoption; not only as they ate Men, but as they are Chri- 


ſtians; and ſo are under more Obligations to do good unto 


IV. The Time and Seaſon of performing this Dut 7; acid 
 PTO» 


them, than we are, or can be to do good to others, who are 
not Chriſtians. RA DING „ 


Us , 


that is, 4s we have Opportunity. Opportunity is the mo 
per time for Action; it is the fitteſt Seaſon of doing thoſe 
things which we are to do, in the beſt Manner, and to the beſt 


Advantage. And now, Can we ever want Opportunities of : 
"Doing Good, while we live in this World? For has not Chriſt 
aſſured us, That we ſhall always have the Poor with us? And ate 


{not the Poor proper Objects of our Beneficence and Well-do- 


ing? And every time we meet with or hear of any of them, 
are not we preſented with an Opportunity of Doing Good, if we 
have but Abilities to do ſo? And are any Poor more proper, 


more moving Objects of your Charity, than theſe poor Boys 
and Girls, who ate here before you; for whoſe ſakes the 


Charity SCHOOLS are erected, and for whoſe ſakes this An- 
niverſary SER MON is -pteach'd ? For are they not utterly 
diſabled of themſelves to help themſelves, and in petfect want 
of eyety thing, which is neceſſary to provide for their Main- 
tenance and their Education? Can you ever then Place your 
Charity upon more deſerving Objects, or imploy it to more 
excellent Purpoſes, than by Contributing ſome Part of your A- 
butidance and Superfluities for their neceſſary Subſiſtence, and 


uſeful Education? And that I may more eſfectually move and 


per ſwade you to this great and noble Work of Beneficence, I 
will conſider theſe Boys and Girls. e fg 


rity, and the excellent Fruitfulneſs of jt in thoſe mauifold and 
various good Effects, of which it is productive. 


ly ſuch, every one muſt own, who. knows the different Stages 
— 


ments: For it may very wel 
have contracted no lazy Habits, no flethful | 
may have created in them auy great Unwillingneſs and Avers 
ſion to Labour: And therefore, it may eaſily be ſuppos d, thay 


T , é“... ˙ r GCE ONE - 


ſure and Delight in it, and their Delight, as well as thei 
I 
_ they will every Year be more fit and more difpos'd for morg 


difficult Tasks and Imployments. Beſides, thas Age ot Chil 
hood is the fitteſt Time to Cultivate and Form both rhew 


or at leaſt none in which they are confi 
ſtruct its Paſſage into them, or make its accels to them hay 


Characters of profitable and faving Trurh, as the ugly-ande 


5 C $59 
if. As they are Children. 
-24. As they are poor Children,  _ 
34. As they are poor Chriſtian Children. e 
4th. I will conſider the extenſive Nature of this ſort of Chas. 


15g. I will conſider them as Children, And that they are tru⸗ N 


of human Life, and the meaning of thoſe ſeveral Words, which 
are us d to diſtinguiſh them from one another; ſuch as Infancy, 
Childhood, Youth, Manhood, . And as I believe, none 


are admitted into theſe Charity - Schools, dut who are within 


the Age of Childhood; fo 1 deren very few are ſuffet d ra 
continue an them after they have paſs d that Period 

and never, but upon wiſe and charitable Conſiderations. 
And here give me leave to Obſerve, That this Age of Child. 


har Period of Time, 


5 


. 4 


hood is the moſt proper Seaſon to put Boys and Girls to honeſt, 

Labour, and — them up H uſetul Induſtry and Imploy. 
be ſuppos d, that as yet, the 

hful Cuſtoms, 9 


= 


they will readily ſubmit to any Labour and BuſineK, if it be 
but moderate, and proportion d tothe Strength of their Bodies 
and the Capacities of their Underſtandings: And when they 
have once been us d and accuſtom'd to it, they will rake Plea 


Strength and Skill, will increaſe with their Years, and thereb 


Minds and their Manners; for in this time, their Underſtand 
ings lie open to Truth, the moſt uſctul, neceſſary I ruth, and 
readily give it an Admiffion,. when it is offer d to them; fol 
they have imbib'd no falſe Þ inciples, no dangerous Errors 
fim d, which may ob 


and difficult. hs WT: 5 

No, their Underſtandings are as ſo many Raſa Fabule, © 
like blank Paper, ſuſceptive of any Impreſſions, and whercol 
you may write, with as much facility, the noble and beautifu 
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ll TR s and Blots of pernicious and deſtructiev Errors. 
[Their ills alſo, which are the active and operative Facul- 
ties in them, are flexible and pliant, and eaſily capable of 
paving 2 Religious and Vettuous Bias clapt upon them, and 
of being bent and determind, to every thing which is Good and 
Holy. Their Affections allo, ( which are the Wings of the 
Poul, and catry it with f eed and ſwiftneſs in the Proſceution 
of 1 irs Aims and, Deſigns) are cool and teiriperate, guidable 
and governable, and may be plac d upon theit propet Objects, 


Juſt Degrees and due Meaſures. 


and Bleſſings of à Religious and Verruous Education in the 
[Days of our Childhood; and how it muſt, if auy thing can, 
7 us, not only againſt Apoſtacy, Hereſy and Schiſm, but 
alſo againſt all aner of Vice and Wiekednefs whatſoever : 
r the Impreſſions of it ate moſt deep and laſtitig, and the 
bool Principles, which we then imbibe, ate hike ſome Liquors 


them, that it is difficult ever to free thein ftom that natural 
Taſte and Smell, which thoſe Liquors have given them. But 


de calPd a Digreſſion. 

Now, Can we conſider them as Children, and dot be ſenſt- 
ble of a Tenderneſs and Love which we have for them ? For 
[this is a natutal Paffion, and there is no Man, but muſt feel the 
Motions and Werkings of it in his Mind; who has not put off 
is very human Nature, and funk bimſelf into the very depth 
[Df 4 a cruel. and barbarous hard Heartedneſs, And accordingly 
x is obſery” d, That thoſe Men or Women, whohave no Care, 


et for them, are the moſt Churliſh, Cruel, and worlt 
atur'd People in the World. 


nd Benignity of Nature, "and the perfect Pattern of all that 
$ Good and Charitable, was powerfully affected with the intet- 
al Sence of this good-natur'd Paſſion, and evidently ſhew d'it 
ſoth by his Words and Actions; for when they were brin ging 
tle Children to Chriſt; and his Diſciples would live hiniired 


bands them to ſuffer little Children to come urto him, and 
a them not: And he es this Reaſon for it, TW of * 


without any. great Stiugsle and Oonteſt, and: i at 70 in theis : 
So that from hene you cannot but diſcern the Advantages 


AX oo a5: moe F._ wy ts P39: ©, © wow . 


poured into New Veſſels, which become ſo incorporated with 


0 return from this Digreſſion, if __ this Occaſion it may | 


0 Tenderneſs for Children, but inſtead of Love, ſbew an A- 


But our Bleſſed Saviour, who was all Sweet hel of T emper: | 
4 


hoſe that hrought them; he checks them for it, and Com- 


my 
=o 


(7.9 12 
1s the Kingdom of Heaven, Mat. 19. 14. (i. e.) Of ſuch Chil 
aten, or of ſuch Men, who are become like little Children in 
_ their Freedom from all erroneous Prejndices, and finful Pre- 

polictizons, and like unto them in their Love and Meeknets, 
Humility, and Purity of Mind, c. And when they were 
come unto him, he gave them all the Marks and Signs of a 
diſtinguiſhing Love and Affection, which he had for them; for 
he took them up in his Arms, put his Hands upon them, and 
Bleſſed them. And let not any one think, that all this kind 
Behaviour, which our Bleſſed Saviour uſed towards little Chil 
dren, was only the Effect of 4 blind and unaccoimtable Inſtinct; 
burt rather let us look upon it as the Effect of a Paſſion, which 
is founded in Nature and Reafon : For very good Reafans, I 
think, there are, why we ſhould be thus kindly affected to- 
watds Children, and treat them with all the Appearances of 
Good-will, and all the Feſtimonies of Love unfeigned. And 
this will appear, if we conſider, EE | | 
1, The Weaknefs and Infirmities both of their Minds and 
Bodies, which inſeperably attend theit tender Years; and 
which wholly, or in a great Meaſure ar leaſt diſable them for 
doing any good for themſelves without the Care, Direction, 
and Affiſtauce of others. 11 : STYPEE 

Ny. If we conſider the Innocency and Harmleſneſs of their 
Minds, and thoſe other taking and charming Qualities, which 
beamifie and adorn them; we cannot but be mov'd and excited 
to have a tender Love, and a ſincere Good-will towards them. 

315. The growing and promiſing hapes which they give us 
of their being hereafter uſeful Inſtruments in their Generation 
and profitable Members both in Church and State; cannor but 
endear them to us, and kindle in us a very ſenſihle and aſſect 
ing Paſon ut hem nf | 
Soso that you ſee, we may account for that Tenderneſs and 
Love, which People generally have for Children, from Motive 
and Arguments taken from Reaſon, without calling in to oul 
aſſiſtance the Motions and Impulſes of blind and undecermng 
Inſtinct. The Holy Angels, who are unbodied Spirits, ard 
are free from all Coucretion of Matter, in which all Jnſti:Qs arc 
tounded, ſhew a mighty tender love and concern for Children 
by taking Care of them, Preſiding and Watching over then 
for Good: And this they do, not from blind Inſtiuct, bu 
from a rational Love; not merely in Obedience to the Polt 
tive Commands of God, but * Conformity to theit own on 

1 8 Wo. 4 Cs N 0 
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thoſe Angels who are their Guardians and Protectors: And its 


| 
'T 
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in Heaven. And this, by the way, does teach us, that, then 
pe imitate the Nature, and perform the Office, of Angels to 
lirrle Children, when we take them into our Care and Pro- 


them. And this brings me to conſider 


ſon to doubt of their being Children. For, ſome of them haye 
no Parents to take care of, and ſupport, them, and thoſe of them 
who have Parents, have only ſuch, as are not able to Maintain 


— 


o 


* 7 God's Poor: For, they are not Poor by. a wilful Choice, 
Put by an unavoidable neceſſity: They are not Poor by their 
Vices, but by the Providence of God: © Their Parents indeed, 
or ſome of * & a at leaſt, might bring this Poverty upon ſome 
bf them, by their Perſonal Follies 1 but that 
not their Fault, but their Misfortune : For, it was no more 
in their power to prevent their Poyerty, than it was in their 
Power to prevent their coming from ſuch Parents, or their be- 
lug born into the World. No, their Poverty is an Hereditary. 

poverty, and if it be a Fault, it muſt he upon their Parents, 
bo muſt anſwer for it; but the Children are no more account- 
ple for it, than they would have been for an Hereditary Dif 
Fe, if any ſuch had been derived unto them from their Pa. 
* + $- ©» . i; > +4 „% „ +: „ TIRE ates 4 rents, 
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| the moſt worthy of our Pity and Aſſiſtance: For, they are pro- 


ls 


* 


loving and compaſſionate Nature; for they excell in Goodneſs 
as well as in Strength. And that the Bleſſed Angels do take 
care of little Children, is plain from what our Saviour ſaith 
unto his Diſciples; for he thus Cautions them, Take heed that 
ye deſpiſe not one of theſe little Oues; for I ſay unto jon, that in Hea · 
ven their Angels do always behold the Face of my Fat her, which is 
an Heaven, Mat. 18. 10. Where by their Angels are meant, 


plain, that theſe Angels are of the higheſt Rank and Order; 
for they are the Angels of God's Preſence, the Favourites of 
{ God, the next unto him in Dignity and Honour; for, this is 
the meaning of their always beholding the Face of their Father 


tection, and do them ſuch Good, as they are not capable of 
doing for themſelyes: Then we become a kind of Miniſtring 
Spirits; yea, a ſort of inferior and ſubordinate Saytours to 


2h. Theſe Boys and Girls as poor Children. Now there is 
no more reaſon to doubt of their being Poor, than there is rea- 


and Educate them; So that, they muſt neceſſarily be Poor, if 


þ And las they are Poor, ſo they are the Beft Sort of Poor, and 


6 ; 
rents. And therefore, ſeeing theſe Children are both Poor, 
and innocently Poor, we cannot but look upon them, as the 
moſt proper Objects of our Charity, 284 deſerving of our 
Help and Succour. r 
Indeed, There are à ſort of Poor, who have no Claim, no 
Title to our Charity, ſuch as thoſe, who ſpend all their Time 
in ſloth and idleneſs at home, or in ſtroling and wandring all a- 
bout the Streets, or the Country, for the ſake of Begging, or 
for the ſake of worſe Intenrions. Now the Apoſtle injoines 
That ſuch Poor, becauſe they will not work, neither ſhould 
po cat, 2 Theſſ. 3. 10. And indeed its plain, That ſuch Poor 
deferve rather a Whipping-Poſt, than any ſeaſonable Relief, 
and an Houſe of Correction rather than an Alms-Houſe: For 
they are the intolerable Burdens and Plagues of the Nation, 
wherein they live; and inſtead of doing any Good, do a great 
deal of Hiehnefin n at; 00403 3 IRR 
Baur there lies no ſuch Qbjection, nor indeed any Objection 
at all, againſt theſe poor Children; but, they bring along with 
them all the Arguments and Motives for Love and Compaſſion. 
For as they are the Objects of our Love, as they ate Children. 
ſo they are the Objects of our Compaſſion, as thay are Poor 
Children. And if we had any Pity and Compaſſion for them, 
ve could no more refuſe to help them, than we could refuſe to 
help ourſelyes, when our Caſe requit d it, and our Circum- 
ſtances enabled us to do it: For, Pity is an uneaſy and trouble- 
ſom Paſſion, becauſe it makes us go a Share in the Calamities 
of thoſe we love, and in ſome Meaſure feel the Evils and Af. 
| flictions which we ſee them ſuffer: So that the very natural 
Principle of ſelf. love, will always be ingaging and prompting 
us to do what we can to relieve thoſe whom we Pity, and to 
reſcue them from the Misfortunes which they are fallen under, 
and that for our own fakes, as well as theirs whom we Pity; 
|| becauſe we can never be at perfe& eaſe, till. we have made 
them ſo. And therefore thoſe Chriſtians, if they may be call d 
Chriſtians, who refuſe to enter into this Publie Charitable 
Deſign, or grow weary of continuing in it, muſt be devoid of 
all Natural, as well as Chriſtian Love and Compaſſion' for 
pr poor Children; and conſequently muſt have Hearts as 
hard as Elints, and as impenetrable as Rocks, from wich God 


9 


* 


deliver them. And this brings mme by 
3h. Lo conſider them as poor Chriſtian Children. It is the 
faywgof an eminent Chriſtian Writer, That we are born * a 
Ws 13 1 3 bs 4 „„ e 5 Pp E 3 3 3 bu | 
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W bers of one Holy CatholicChurch, but alſo toChriſt, whois the 


and the ſelf ſame Bod 


Nature teacheth us to conſider Men only as Men, 
that account to love and pity the miſerable and indigent, and 
do do good unto them: Bur the Goſpel of Chriſt teacheth us 
do conſider Chriſtians not only as Men, but as Chriſtians; and 


4 Cao) E 
put made Chriſtians; But how are we made Chriſtians, but by 


\ Chriſtian Baptiſm? This is evident from that general Com- 
miſſion which our Bleſſed Lord gave to his Apoſtles, to Diſ- 


ciple all Nations: And hoy were they to do thar, but by Bap- 


tizing them in the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt. 


And accordingly, St. Faul tells us, That we ate all Baptized 


into one Body, which Body is Chriſt's Myſtical Body, his 


Church, 1 Cor. 12. 13. Now the Houſfiold of Faith, and the 
Church of Chriſt, arc equipollent and convertible Terms, and 


ſignifie the ſame thing; and therefore he, who is admitted in- 


to the Soctety of the one, is admitted into the Communion 
of the other, and a Domeſtic of the Houſhold of Faith, is a 


1 Member of Chriſt's Church; for theſe are not two diſtinct So- 


cieties, but different Words, which mean and ſignify the one 


And are not then theſe poor Children parts of the Houſhold 


bets of Chriſt's Church, by their Chriſtian Baptiſm ? And are 
not we then to have a particular Regard to them in the Diſtri- 


bution and Diſpoſal of our Charity? Are not we to give them 
the Preference to all others, who either are not of the Houſhold 
of Faith, or deſerve to be Excommunicated out of it for their 


notorious Vices and Immoralities? Surely, if we were real 
Chriſtians, and not barely Nominal ones, we ſhould not only 
think our ſelves bound ro do fo, but in Conformity to our 
Obligations we ſhould aftually doo upon all proper Oceafions 
and upon 


o impoſeth upon us a new and ſtronger Obligation to love all 


_ Chriſtians with an extraotdinary and diftinguiſhing Affection, 


and to-pity and' relieve. them before all other People, when 


they ſhall fall under any preſſing and urgent Neceſſitics. And 


if we were influenced and ated by the Holy Spirit of God, 
which not only UInites all ſincere n together, as Mem- 


ſupreme Head and Governour of it; we ſhould be ready to pity 


and d good upon all Occafions to poor diſtreſſed Chriſtians, 


ö not only for their own Sakes, but alſo for the take of Chriſt, 


'Y 


Who ha a tender Co 


mpaſſion for all his afflicted Diſciples, for 


\ 
2 — 


Albis fitering Members, whom he has in ſome Meafure con- 


83 ſign d 
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 [igitd over to the Love and Pity, and Care of tho@ their Fel». 
4  Row-Chriftrans, whio are able to give them Suceour and Aﬀaſt 
£ [ance under their Difficulties and Neceſſities” Anil therefore 
© [thoſe pretended Chriſtians, who can look upon the Wants and 
4 Miſeries of their Fellow- Chriſtians, withour'feeling-any Pity 
i land Compaſſion for them, of Inchnation and Will to do them 
IGood; have no more Love for Chriſt, than they have for his 
Go Members, and conſequently have nothing of 'the Faith and 
i Lite, and Spirlt of the Goſpel irn chem; but are in the Church, 
[as dead and Wither'd Brarchies ars in a Free, between whom 
n and the found and IMving Patts, there is no vital Union and 
N Communications: And therefote, fuck Chriſtiarisare like thoſt 
2 Branches, good for hothing, | but'to be cut off, and caſt into 
0. che Fire. And Mc me 1090157 1k, 
Fourthly and Laſily, T6 conſider the extenſtve Nature of this 
14 | fort of Charity, and the excellent Fruitfulneſs of it in thoſs 
manifold and vatious Effects, of whichitis productive. Ever 
nm Ackof Charity is 4 yobd Wotk; and is profitable to him fon 
vhm it is done, and pleaſing to God who will rewardit: Bur 
Adds of Charity are more or leſs excellent in their kind 26 
1g they are more or leſs exten ſive in their Influencez and Beneff. 
TA cial in their Effects: That Man's Charity, which is ronfind ti 
af one Object, of ohe Uſe; is net ſo Great and Noble, asthat 
e | Man's Charity, which has reſpeft to many Periohgy and n 
y uſeful and ekctMent Ends. Ag therefore, hir fut bf (ha. 
ne: | Fity, Which is tie Occaſion of, is Tolemin and religious Aﬀems 
on | bly, and which dees ſd mich God: t ſo miny:poor Children; 
d aid in ſo many ſeveral ways, With reſpect both to-therr Souls 
520 and Bodies; muſt vaſtly Excell all other Charities; hich are 
\nd more limited, both as to the Objects on which they are be- 
a1 | ſftow'd, and to the Uſes for which N For furely, 
on. Tbat muſt be the beſt and mo? commendahle Charity, which 
den | Joes good woke 5 moſt Poor, and to the moſt deſerving; "_ 
\-q and in the moſt uſeful and ſeveral ways of doing Good; and 
od, | fuch.is this Charity, which we ate now conſidering. For a2 
m. | the Objects of it are many and Hurtiervns, ſo the good) Eifedks, 
the | Of it are ſo too: For its not a ſingle Charity, bur a Compli: 
ue cation of Chatities; its a Teening and Pregnant Chatity, and 
bn NIultiplies itsſelt, and Exerts itsſelf in mauy and various In- 
riſt' Nancesof Good. Will and Beneficenee . 
o: Fot its by Vertue f this Charity, that theſe poor Children 
on. bave Lodgings and Food, and Raument provided for * 
os a * 1 x | Wy # | ; | and | 
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every Lord#'s-day, and all Ho days, to go to Church, 


6120 


and are brought up in uſeful and profitable Imployments; 


whereby they will be the better able to provide for themſelves 
when they ſhall be ſent into the World. =} bw 


Its by Vertue of this Charity, that they are taught to Read 
and Write, and ſome little Skill in Arithmetick, which will 
qualiſie them for better Places and Offices, than ignorant and 
uninſtructed Yourhs will be capable ß. 
And it's by Vertue of this Charity, that ſome of theſe poor 


Children, when they leave the Sthools, are put Apprentices 


to ſome honeſt and profitable Trade; whereby, its to behop'd, 
they will be made the better capable, not only to mainain 


themſelves and their reſpective Families, but alſo to do good, 
and give Relief to thoſe who ſhall ſtand . 


in need. 
Its by Vertue of this Charity, that their Souls as well as their 


Bodies are taken care of; For here they are inſtructed in all the 
fundamental Articles of the Chriſtian Religion, and in all 


thoſe eſſential Truths, which are neceſſary to be known and 


belie vd, in order to our eternal Salvation: For here they are 
taught their Catechiſm, the Church of England's Catechitm 
which contains all neceſſary Truths, relating to Faith and 


- 


Practice; and which: is the plaineſt and the beſt Summary of 
the indiſpenſible Duties of our common Chriſhanity, which 


I ever met with. Nay, Here they are raughtito practice what 
they know and believe, oy being call'd to Prayers every Morn- 


lies where they live; and upon 
8 that 
votions, and hear the Holy 


ing and Evening in the 
they may join in the publick 


Scriptures read, and fome part of thoſe Scriptures preach d up- 


on in Sermons. „„ W as 
By Vertue of this Charity, they are kept under a careful 
and wholſome Diſcipline : for their Behaviours are narrowly: 
watch'd, and their Converſations ſtrictly obſerv'd; and if at 
any time uy are found mig" of any culpable misbehayiour 
and blameable irregularity, they are reprov'd, 'rebuk'd, an 
admoniſt'd for it; and when the Caſe. requires it, they are 


Pl 


[| gently Corrected and Chaſtis d: And if any proves Obſtinate 
and Incoxrigible under ſuch Chaſtiſements, they are turn'd out 
of the Schools, as being no longer capable of having any good 
done to them, and for fear of infecting the reſt by their evil 
and bad Examples. Thus aer hon e poor Children 
are brought up in the Fear and Nurture of the Lord, and have 
in all Reſpects a Chriſtian Care and Affection ſueun to them. 


Nowe 


ment in Conjunction wi 
many poor Chriſtian Gulden No, Ich c as Impoſſible 


025 
| Now: Can any true ** Chriſtian conſider theſe things; A 
which according to my beſt Information, I have faithfully: laid 


before you, and not highly approve of, and extremly ap ems 2 
che Wiſdom and Gobdnelsof this publick and joint Benellhi- 
on? Or can ſuch a Chriſtian be unwilling to come into o good 


a Work, and to Contribute ſomething of what he can ſpate 


from himielf and his Family, towards the upholding and car- 


05 5 ons d 1 think 1 it impoſſible to ſuppoſe e ſuch 2 thing of | 
a 
r, Can an kind a charitable Conibivce reflect upon 

the Fe, . which this Benefaction meets with, and the Ny N 
way eat and good Effects which it viſibly: produceth, and 

ſtrong 26d 12 Pleaſures ſpringing up in his Mind, 
— a Senſe of his in ſome meaſure,” an happy Inftru- 
Ede. of doin S cinch good to ſo 


a Suppoſition as the former. For, as every ſuch Chriſtian is in- 
fucycd and goyern'd by ſuch a powerful Principle of Love and 


| Eo as * forcibly him upon doing Works of | 


Charity roper 5 ſuitable Occaſions; ſo the Senſe 
of Tang uch ad 


's Ph cannot but inſpire him with ve 


delicious and charming Pleaſures; 5 3 by doing ſu 


Works, he acts up to the Dignity of his Nature, to the Dic- 


| | rates of right Reaſon, and to the e Principles of our Holy Reli- 


n. And as there are great Pleaſures; which necefarily reſalt 
our Senſe of doing Good, as neceſſarily as Heat iſſues 


— 


from Fire, and Light flowes from the Sun; ſo the 1 of 
good Works vaſtly exceed all thePleafarecef Senſe 


_ groſs and dull; and generally 


leave nothing behind them bur ſhame and remorſe, 
ing Reflections. But the Pleaſures of 


and live in us as long grid the Senſe of our having dont go 
„Works continue in us, and every new Reflection creates a gew 
* | - Pleaſure, and every 8 a 

freſh ſatisfaction, ; Am Gs ly Tully, that f amous * 


we dote and are ſo fond of. For the Pleaſures of Ser ——— are 
go off with the Acts, which pro- 
ſinſul, "they 

ending ing 
are re * 
of Heaven, 


duce them; and if thoſe A —— — unlawful and 


refind, ſublime and excellent, reſembling the 


nate and the Bleſſedneſs of Angels, and in ſome degree the Happi- 
out neſs of God hirnſelf; for "cd is infinitely Happ 


y i N 
becauſe he is all Love and all Goodneſs. 
Beſides, the Pleaſures of Charity are laſting and abidi 


reſh Remembrance of them 


C24) 
then, hotb-Philoſopher and Orator, tells us in . Book de 
-Seneute, - That nothing giyes us ſo much Comfort and Plea- 
dure in our . Age, as Onſcieutia ee b ave 
aa, 28 the CHnkcioulnch a our good Deeds, N 
ſpent; and I do not daubt, bur it Was With ꝗ view of N - 
Well as of future Recompences, that our Bleſſed Saviour fad, 
t At 15 more Bleſſedto give than to receine; Acts 20. 35. 
But ſome perhaps wall jay; Ichat we may talk what: Wc 

pleaſe, and endeayour to perſwade People out: o their Money 

and their 17 For they give Alms as welllas their Neigh- 
"hours and Contribute to cheſt Charity- Schools as well as o- 
xcrs; -but they: in no ſuch Plexſure in doing it; way; thoy 
mearathesupeatineds than daliglit init, and cherofore are xc- 


ates. I Hnſwer, Perhaps vin liey day. mae and Hir be 
ae it muſt he: ſo tar this Reaſon; dix. Ihat the good {RS do, 
3 ee, ciple, aud for 8 Ichey 
7 good, perhaps, to ar 0 Diſgrace of auantamous Singu- 
| lanty, or the 3 their Chriſtian / Neighibours and 
Acquaintance, or to gain Popiilar Applauſe and = and 
o get a Name and. Reequtations in the World;;that they may 
better ſerye their Mord End and Intetelts ky ar. 
No doing Cu, ancrely Mich Tac Views and ilutentions, 
Ta Hot 3 but Worldly-mindedneſs;: It as Trade 50 
Taffquc, or Merchandice, dr any thing rather than C 

And thergfore its no. Wonder, that tueh People Face +. 
Pen in sir Hi Gand; checauſe there is na Charity inwhat 


ii a Condo Satfatons:of Cham, af.Gbaruy 
[| Has no manner of Huflueriae and Operation u Nane Mind, 
een intheiribeſt Wouks, and nioſt benchcentPerfarmances 2 
And cheistare; y Brechten, H we would-iaſte of the 
1 \Sweesand Contaltidicns ofithifityy; if e would;mect with 
| 56;Bleafurednd Delights ;twbichoanſe from the lincere Prac- 
| ice af: Ait, lere rated ane; vt. Only to do Gond; hut to do it 
-ogt;of true Cati e and, for trug Chtiſtian Ends; 
let Charity he both the Mo iid Mirector atit; and: give it 
etch its! Riſc and its Aim. a Word, Let us . fail to do 
| Tos s We aN POoWer an . but let us take care 
2 at out of lde: to Chriſt, and love to our Neighbour 
ich only can make our good wm _ wor en 26d 
| e orgs Nt 
eds 


wd to;g1ivegt onen, as aBurden both to cheir Minds and E- F 


Fer hows ar poſhlile. that they ſho ulllabe Bleſsd ' 


And 


himſelfwirhour human Nature, and 1n that Nature take 


; for all Mankind, Mat. 20. 28. 
that he might redeem us from all Iniquity, and purzfie' tanto 


Tis 


And certain it. 15 That if we lov'd the Lord 
as we ſhould not omit the doing Good, 


eſus in Sin. 


2 ever we 
£ meet with an Opportunity : 85 in our doing i it, we 


ſhould always have an Eye to our Saviour, as. well as to our 


Neighbour; becau > doing it is fo. conformable 10 his 
Laws, fo *#reeable to his Will, and ſo pleaſing and accept 
able to himſelf. 

And when we conſider, what Chriſt has doe 1 ſuffer d | 
tor us, can we chuſe hut love him? When we reflect upon 
thoſe Miracles of Goodneſs, thoſe Wonders of Mercy. which 
he hath wrought for us, can we deny him the full and intire 
Poſſeſſion of our Hearts and Aﬀetions? For did not he empty 
himſelf of his Glory, that Glory which he had with the Fa- 
ther, hefote the World Was, John 17. J. Anddidnothecloath 


upon 
him che form of a Servant, that he might deliver us from the 
1 — and ſlavery of Sin and Satan, and reinitate us in che 
urge Liberty of che Sons. of Gead? Did not he, who was 
ich, become oor for our fakes, that we through his Pover- 
- might be made Rich? „ Did not he, as on this 
Day, k imble himſelf to death, — the death of the: Crofs, 
that he might purchaſe for us pardon andeternal Life? Philip. 
2. 8. For that theſe things were the Ends of his Humiliation 
2nd Sufferings, 1 is plain from other numerous Texts of the He- 
ly Scriptures, fome of which N forms us, Thar he 
taſted deatck for every Man, Heb. 2 That in kim we have 
er chro bis Bios, even the Forgiveneſs of our Sins, 
Epbeſi. 4. 7. That he gave his Life a ragſom for many (i. e.) 
That he gave himſelf for us, 


hirnſelf a peculiar People, zcalous of good Morks, Tit. 2. IA. 
And Ws not Chriſt, O 8 gave himſelf for us, God as well 
as — „ one Perl, that << human Name 
mg make capable Blecding an Dying for us, and 
his Godhead give value and Merit — and 
make them a compleat and pere 15fation f Sof 
the whole World? 


* 


Now, can God give any thing greater than himſelf ? Nay, | 
is it poffible for him to give any thing equal to himſelf, Wbo 
infinitely Tranſcends all the Treaſures of the Earth, 
the Riches of the whole . ? 
the W inyaluable Gift 


and all 
0 can we then conſider 
ich Ohriſt, as on this 


bk 


— 


1 ſon we ſhall reap, if we faint not, C 


Names fake 
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Day, beſtow'd upon us, and refuſe to give or part with any 
thing for his ſake? And tho! it be true, that nothing which 
we can give, can do him any good, becauſe his Happineſs is 
Eſſential and Independent, incapable of any Increaſe or Di- 
minution; yet by giving what we can ſpare from ourſelves, 


= 


to his poor Diſciples, his neceſſitous Members, we ſhall do 


that which will be as pleaſing and acceptable to him, as if it 


was given to himfelf; for fo he tells us, Inſomuch as ye have 
done it unto one of the leaſt of theſe my Brethren, ye have 
done it unto me, Mat. 25. 40. And therefore, my Brethren; 
If we have any Love; any Gratitude for Chriſt, who was our 
greateſt and unparallelbd Benefactor, or any Love and Com- 

aſſion for our poor Chriſtian Brethren; ler us ſhew it by doing 


9 | 
Good, and by Abounding in Works of Mercy and Charity. Let 
us have a care how we with-draw. our charitable Subſcriptions; 


as the manner of ſome is; leſt to ſave a little ſuperfluous un- 
neceſſary Money, we run the hazard of loſing qur precious and 
immortal Souls: But inſtead ot Ceaſing to do well, let us learn 
to do Better by Increaſing our charitable Contributions, if there 
ſhould be Occaſion for it, and our Circumſtances will allow 
us to-do it; that ſo we may not be found among the Number 


of thoſe, who repent. of their good Works, and (as the A- 


poſtle ſpeaks, upon another Occaſion) Draw back to the Pers 
dition of their Souls. | | : 
In a Word, Let us not be we 


* . 


of well-doing; for in due Sea- 
6. 9. For God is not un- 
righteous, that he will forget your Works and Labour, that 
procee of Love; which Love you have ſhewed for his 
who have miniſtred unto the Saints, and yet do 
, v 
Conſider therefore what has been ſaid, and the Lord give 
you and me a right underſtanding in all Things neceiry to e- 


ll ternal Salvation: That fo we may take care to let our Light 


ſo ſhine before Men, that they may ſee our good Works, and 
glorific our Father, which is .in:Heayen, Which God grant 


for Chriſt Jeſus's ſake, To-wbom, & . 


